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Citation analysis (as of

Feb. 2014)

Web of Science results:

0 Citations.

SCOPUS results:

0 Citations.

Google Scholar results:

3 Citations.

Google Analytics data for State of the Scotian Shelf Landing Page,

May 31, 2011-April 8, 2014

Note: The State of the Scotian Shelf Report landing page is hosted at two separate locations on the COINAtlantic
site.

Surveys
Use as a multi-variate concept
I am a graduate student at
Dalhousie University studying
marine management. Reports
such as this one are brought to
our attention by our professors
as resources to use in projects or
as future managers.

[The report] can serve as a
planning tool for future
actions and as an evaluation
tool to assess the
effectiveness of management
actions.
Survey Participant A

Survey Participant B
[The report could serve] as a base line document to inform
planning managers; as a reference for additional research;
to inform users of multi-stakeholder interests; as a basis
for knowledge gaps for parties applying for usage licenses;
[and] as a base document for policy makers.
Survey Participant C

[The report has] lots of great
information for ENGOs,
students, Government and
economic stakeholders.

Survey Participant D

Interviews with former Stakeholder Advisory Committee Members
Respondents emphasize the importance of sustained promotion to the public.

I think the whole aspect of public
education and participation hinges on
the availability of this sort of
information…
Could there be better marketing of the
availability of the information? Sure.
How would you do that? Well, I don't
know. I sort of haven't thought of that
part of it yet.

Interview Participant A

If you don't keep it under the noses of
people like me or anybody else, or the
people who would have an interest in
it, or a growing interest... If you don't
push it, they're not going to find it.

Interview Participant B

The State of the Scotian Shelf Report fulfills a variety of uses for its
varied audience, and has been accessed by a significant number of
users.
Users are generally satisfied with the report itself: concerns
primarily address the process of its development and updating and
promotional efforts supporting the report.
Users generally support the digital-only distribution.
Users are generally pleased with the modular format.

Data analysis was limited for web traffic statistics due to poor
optimization of COINAtlantic site for Google Analytics data.

Include plans for program/product evaluation in the development
process to acquire more salient data in future studies.
Continued promotional efforts are necessary to maintain
awareness of the report amongst policymakers and the interested
public.
A staggered updating schedule could facilitate promotion and maintain
awareness of the report amongst policymakers and the interested public.

Future state of the environment reporting efforts, by DFO or
others, should continue involving stakeholders in outlining the
scope of the reports.
Increases report’s salience to intended audience.
Allows for relationship building amongst stakeholders.

• Tim Hall and Heather Breeze, Department of Fisheries and Oceans
• Andrew Sherin and Alexi Westcott, Atlantic Coastal Zone Information
Steering Committee
• Dr. Bertrum MacDonald and Dr. Peter Wells, Environmental Information:
Use and Influence Research Program
• All individuals who participated in surveys and interviews

